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Gathy thrives on the cnallenge 1]}
making memories to cherish

MEET THE ARTIS]

IR

Bearcrafty bears may not yet be instantly recognisable as
their creator is still keen to try new things but with her
determination, you can be sure, one day, they will be

[ =
t1ook d complete change of cir-

cumstances for Cathy Kammers 10

become a Bear Artist, Born in The

Netheriands, she lived there until
just five years ago when she moved
10 the UK. She now lives i Grimshy,
NE Lincolnshire and has been mak-
ing bears for the past four of those five
VEArs.

‘When 'was a'kad, | made all ¥inds

of toys just for fun. | was always sewing
and mak¥ing things. Now 1t has become

Cathy makes memory bears 1o
commemorate d person for a loved
one or family member. It was ancther
chance event that began this bear
making career. 'l had come across
the idea of memory bears before
and when the ex-wife of my hus-
band passed away, we had her coat
[ thought it might be mce 1o make a
bear from it for her daughter and so
asked my husband what he thought of
the idea. He thought it would be great
s0 | went ahead and made the bear
1 was pleased with it but | had lots of
ideas on how | could have made it bet-
ter. | began making bears from baby
clothes for other family members a=
well as bears for myself and that was
it - | was addicted!"

Trading under the name Bearcrafty,
Cathy has been selling her bears for
only 4 year and is thrilled with how it
18 going, She pretty much works full
time al making the memory bears
and also more traditional furry ones
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Each spare moment | have 'm i my
sewing room." It started &s a simple
hobby and really 18 supposed to siill
be d hobby alongside caring for her
husband - to give Cathy some pre-
cious chill out time and to keep her
mind off sad things. "But it was a new
challenge for me - and what a great
feeling if people outside of my family
and fnends seem 1o like what [ make |
100k orders for my memory bears and
made them in-between making the fur
bears: Now it seems | don't have much
tme at all but it’s such a great feeling”

Although the memory bears are
made from various fabrics, Cathy
describes them as traditional in style.

1call them 'bears with a past’; they are
made from special clothing, clothes
with a memory such as baby's first
clothes, that favourite sweater from
Grandad, my beautiful wedding gown,
school uniforms, etc. At the moment |
mostly seem to make this type of bear
but [ also make faux fur bears, some
old-fashioned in style, others modern
and in vibrant colours. Then there are
my fantasy bears, where | add things
like horns, mini bears from long pile
fur that challenge me every time and
mahair bears which | dress in my own
handmade clothing'

Cathy lets her imagnation run rict
and has endless ideas for new de-
signs "If 1 see a nice piece of fur, I just
see what comes out of it. Sometimes |
start with a bear but then end up with
something else because | think it de-




serves to be something more special. |
like them all - it's just that moment and
that piece of fur that I'm worlang with.

Viewing every new design as a
challenge, Cathy likes to try differem
things such as making paw pads in
different ways or using different eyes
T'paint, | play with clay, appliqué pads,
embroiderad pads, etc | really don't
¥now how best to describe my bears
10 be honest|"

Lucky enough to have a house with
spare bedrooms, Cathy began creat-
mg her bears ina small room but the
bears and matenals socn took over 5o
she moved mto the larger bedmoom
"It's situated at the back of the house
with full sun (if we are lucky) and |
have rebuilt it into a fully functional stu-
dio. where | can accommodate efery-
thing in the one oom”

The bears are all cotter pin jointed,
with glass eyes and added details It
wasn't a case of getting it right first
me - practice makes perfect and
Cathy admits 1o making 20-25 beam
before she was completely satis-
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fied with the pattern. "My bears are
not made as a toy; | stuff them firmly
and tighten up the limbs so they are
easier 1o pose and can sit rather than
be hanging In a corner. The memory
bears are unique because they are
made to remember a person or a
special avent, to be cherished and
perhaps offering comfort, I believe my
fur bears are special because | always
add something to them that | have
made myself - a handprinted eye. a
clay nose, full clothing or a handmade
necklace. . .each of these make them
more personal!’

Cathy is still eXpenmenting with
her patterns, some have open mouths,
some closed. “"Maybe I should just
make one design and stick 1o it 50 that
it would be mstantly recognisabie as
a fur Bearcrafty bear. . but [ love the
challenge with each bear, letting my
creativity free my mind with them and
hope that people like them as they
are The memory bears are 3 different
story. I still aim to make them how |
think they will ook best but sometmes

I work with the wishes of the customer
s to which fabric o use, etc!

Often Cathy has to force herself
to'stop working on a particular bear
because it is 'officially’ finished. "'Some
people just order a bear and ask for
it to have eyelashes or glasses; some
choose to have a cap, waistcoat or a
dress while others allow me to have
free reign to see what [ think would be
nicest.

Out of choice, Cathy would choose
to work with good quality wool fabrics
or knitwear for her memory bears,
which she feels. ., allows them to be
shaped better and adds more volume
than a cotton shirt, “For my fur bears |
mostly use long pile faux fur. I hope to
add alpaca and mohair more often - 1
would like to keep mohair for dressed
bears and alpaca., .I'm not sure yet'

When it comes to inspiration, the
memory bears are also quite unique.
Cathy is often presented with a bag of
clothing. ""As soon as | open that bag
with clothes in, my mind starts work-
ing on how to make nice combinations.



straigght

Sometimes the 1deas come

awdy or sometimes [ need to look at
itfor a few days and then suddenty
that lightbulb flashes in my head and |
kmow what [ am going to do.

Cathy is now fairly confident as to
what will work. 'The first bear | made
was cute (well it was a bear and bears
a1e cute) and there will always be
sameone who will like it but [ didn't
se€e it as a WOW bear. I used safety
ieints and eyes without knowing the ns
and outs of bear making. Each bear |
made after that, | changed a little bit of
the pattern to see the different results
the size of the leq or the pad, the arms
or the face, I'm very happy with my
Pallern now Sometimes someone will
ask me if | can make something differ-
ent, like a rounder body for example
and yes, of course [ can but | prefer not
10 83it might bring the bear out of pro-
POrtion, The bears definitely improve
f"’er lime as you get more confident
nd master new techniques - | def-
::;e:zrbltl)li keep challenging mys:::-l? with

2Ars 10 make them better”
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was a success, I'also have a wabsite

where [ post my new bears if they

haven't sold within a few weeks [ then
put them on Facebook and other on-
line sites. The memory bears can bé
ordered via Facebook, the website and
Ebay and are made to order”

With so many different designs
and types of bear, does Cathy have
a favourite? "'l probably have a lew!
Peanuy, the first fur bear [ made, will
never leave home but I have a few fa-
yourite memory bears too; they stand
out because of the fabric choice or the
desian. And I'm i love with my furst
mohair bear Pegcne. with her dress
and bloomers [ see so much in her 1o
inspire future bears Also my faux fur
bears. . .and my fantasy features. and
my droopy-eyed bears.. .Also, if a beatr
fails in my eyes, like when [ try some-
thing new with a pattern but I'm not
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"‘WWith white in his he:

athy made and a
memory bear made from Cathy's first
wedaing gow 's better to try some-
thing out with your own clothing than
that belonging to someone else and it’s
better to make a bear from the gown
than to leave it in a box in the [oft!

It's clear that Cathy is thnving on the
challenges she aives herself and al-
though 1t can be difficult at timeas, with
the two distinct types of bear pulling
her in different directions, she wouldn't
have it any other way

Besucralty

by Cathiarus Karumers

web: www bearorafty.co uk

facebook: www Lacebook ot Banrsmalty
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